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from the fact that he started at the bottom of the trail with
Indian packers, none of whom was carrying more than he,
and often beat them to the top.

On the shores of Lake Linderman another contingent of
adventurers was turned back because no boats were avail-
able. Jack's party once again cached their supplies and each
morning walked eight miles up river to where Sloper had
set up a crude sawmill. They chopped down a number of
trees, hung them, and whipsawed the lumber by hand.
Sailor Jack was called upon to design two flat-bottomed
boats. He named them Tukon Belle and Belle of the Tukon,
and wrote a poem about each the day they were launched.

He cut and stitched canvas sails and sailed the boats
across the lake in record time, thus increasing their chances
of getting into Dawson before the freeze. Linderman
behind them, the party pulled into the headwaters of the
Yukon and prepared for the final dash. When they reached
White Horse Rapids they found nearly a thousand boats
lining the shore, and thousands of men standing by frus-
trated because every party that had tried to shoot the rapids
had drowned. Thompson said, "Jack, you go look at the
rapids, and if they're too dangerous . . ."

Jack tied the two boats ashore. A throng of men, most of
whom had never been in a boat before, gathered about to
assure him that the rapids were certain suicide. Jack took a
look at White Horse, came back, and said, "Nothing to it.
The other boats tried to fight the current to keep off the
rocks. We'll go with the current and it'll keep us clear."

While the crowds of men lined the banks and cheered,
Jack nailed his canvas sails over their provisions, stationed
Sloper on his knees in the prow with a paddle, put Thompson
and Goodman in the centre with instructions to give him
plenty of speed, and sat himself in the stern to steer. By
following the main force of the water they shot the rapids
safely, tied up in calm water, and walked back for their
second boat.

Instantly Jack was deluged with offers to take other
boats through. He charged twenty-five dollars a boat.